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IIT Madras to soon create professors-by-practice  

DC | N. Arun Kumar | October 25, 2014, 06.10 am IST 

http://www.deccanchronicle.com/141025/nation-education/article/iit-madras-soon-create-professors-practice 

Chennai: With an aim to make all students employable and bridge the industry-institute gap, the Indian 

Institute of Technology, Madras (IIT-M) plans to create the post of “professors by practice” and recruit industry 

experts to teach students. 

Director of IIT-Madras Professor Bhaskar Ramamurthi said that there were several industry professionals with a 

lot of expertise and passion to teach in education institutions but who did not have PhD degrees. 

“They have a lot of knowledge in product design, technology, market, design, cost effectiveness and 

manufacturability. These experts can play a useful role in academic institutions by teaching some electives, 

which normal faculty cannot teach as the professionals have lot more insight in practical aspects,” Prof 

Ramamurthi said. 

Explaining further about the concept of “professors of practice”, the director said that these professors could co-

supervise PhD and research students with their expertise gained in the industry they worked in. 

“They can also help define new research projects which are pitched in such a way that the output is useful for 

the industry. The professors of practice will be selected through a rigorous selection process. Only professionals 

with 20 years of experience and who have achieved a lot in the industry will be recruited, that too by a selection 

committee,” he added. 

The IIT-M director said that he would soon write to the HRD ministry seeking permission for the proposal. “We 

will have a cap on the number of professors to be recruited in this category, maximum of five per cent (35) of 

the sanctioned faculty strength (700),” he said. 

It may be pointed out that several universities in USA recruit professors of practice to keep in pace with latest 

technology. 

 

http://www.deccanchronicle.com/141025/nation-education/article/iit-madras-soon-create-professors-practice
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Why We Aren't Convinced With Mumbai 

University's World Ranking 

http://www.indiatimes.com/news/india/why-we-arent-convinced-with-mumbai-universitys-world-ranking-

228128.html 

The University of Mumbai produces more billionaires than MIT, New York University and Columbia 

University! Infact in terms of producing billionaires it's ranked 9th in the world according to Wealth-X and 

UBS Billionaire Census 2014. 

 

tripomatic.com 

Ofcourse, the U.S universities grabbed all the top spots, but with 12 billionaire alumni University of Mumbai 

has the most billionaire graduates of any university based outside the U.S. Here are the top 10 from that list and 

you can find the complete list here. 

http://www.indiatimes.com/news/india/why-we-arent-convinced-with-mumbai-universitys-world-ranking-228128.html
http://www.indiatimes.com/news/india/why-we-arent-convinced-with-mumbai-universitys-world-ranking-228128.html
http://www.tripomatic.com/India/Mumbai-India/University-of-Mumbai/
http://www.wealthx.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/Top20BillionaireInstitutions.pdf
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Wealthx 

 

So it is good na? What’s the catch? While we are super proud of the university’s achievement, the case of the 

missing IITs in the list does seem a bit odd. Yup, our very own IITs- birthplaces of genius entrepreneurs and 

boasting of the tough JEE entrance test. Also, we googled around to find out, that when it came to the rankings 

for the best universities in the world, Mumbai was nowhere to be seen and if it was, it ranked down so low, it 

was difficult to even scroll so much. 

 

Exhibit A: The Times Higher Education World University Rankings 2013-2014. 

http://www.wealthx.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/Top20BillionaireInstitutions.pdf
http://www.timeshighereducation.co.uk/world-university-rankings/2013-14/world-ranking/region/asia/range/001-200/order/country%7Casc
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timeshighereducation.co.uk 

The IITs and Punjab University are there, but no Mumbai. 

 

Exhibit B: QS World University Rankings 2014/15 

http://www.timeshighereducation.co.uk/world-university-rankings/2013-14/world-ranking/region/asia/range/001-200/order/country%7Casc
http://www.topuniversities.com/university-rankings/world-university-rankings/2014#sorting=rank+region=+country=96+faculty=+stars=false+search=
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topuniversities.com 

Mumbai is ranked between 551-600 in the world , with IIT Bombay grabbing the top spot in India with a 

ranking of 222 and Mumbai behind every major IIT and University of Delhi. 

 

Exhibit C: Academic Ranking of World Universities 2014 

It just had one Indian university- Indian Institute of Science at a world rank between 301-400. 

 

So do we have a mystery on our hands? Nah. Not really. And we have some reasons. First, the university is 

really big, with more than 700 hundred colleges under it, and nearly 200,000 students. Compare this with the 

IITs, which are represented as 16 different colleges in any world rankings, not a cluster and give entry to only 

about 10,000 students , that too after a grueling nation-wide exam. 

Second, it is MUMBAI - the financial capital of the country, the city that pays the highest taxes and has plenty 

of rich kids around. Ofcourse, merit does play the most important role in getting admissions, but there's no 

http://www.topuniversities.com/university-rankings/world-university-rankings/2014#sorting=rank+region=+country=96+faculty=+stars=false+search=
http://www.shanghairanking.com/ARWU2014.html
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denying that rich kids are over-represented here. The Universities’ jaw-dropping alumni list boasts the likes of 

business leaders such as Mukesh Ambani, Anil Ambani, Kumar Mangalam Birla, Ajay Piramal and politicians 

like Praful Patel, Vasundhara Raje and LK Advani. Add to this Bollywood superstars and it's not hard imagine 

how Mumbai achieved that top ranking. 

 

PTI 

 

And if we compare this with the list of billionaires in India, the collective wealth of the Ambani brothers, the 

Birla scion and Mr Piramal is enough to send us into a tizzy. Although these businessmen worked hard, one 

cannot deny that they were born into wealth. Contrast this with the IITs, whose billionaires enrolled as aam 

aadmi, say someone like a Narayan Murthy. While the debate on whether a ranking based on the number of 

billionaires you churn out is relevant or not, will continue, there is no denying the fact that Mumbai University 

boasts of a rich history and heritage that has given India many stars. Ranking or no ranking, it deserves our 

respect. 

GOOGLE, OXFORD TO RESEARCH 

TOGETHER  

Hindustan Times (Delhi) 

Technology giant Google is teaming up with Oxford University to advance research on artificial intelligence to ultimately 

enable machines to better understand human users. The partnership will focus specifically on the fields of image 

recognition and natural language, Demis Hassabis, vice president of engineering at Google, wrote on the Google Europe 

Blog. Hassabis is also the co-founder of DeepMind, a UK-based company that Google acquired in January. Google 

DeepMind will be working with two of Oxford’s cutting edge artificial intelligence research teams. Google has also hired 

seven co-founders of the two artificial-intelligence groups. 

http://www.mu.ac.in/alumni.html
http://www.forbes.com/india-billionaires/list/2/#tab:overall
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